
The poppy is the symbol for 
Remembrance Day. It 
became a famous sign of 
remembrance after the First 
World War because crimson 
poppies grew on the fields where parts of 
the war were fought.

Beautiful fields were destroyed and left 
empty because of the war. There was 
little or nothing growing in them. Poppies 
flourish in these settings so fields of 
red petals soon decorated the once sad 
setting.

The flowers inspired a Canadian doctor 
and soldier called John McCrae to write a 
poem called ‘In Flanders Fields’ in 1915.

inspired: To be encouraged  
by something or someone.

1.	 Which of these is the definition 
of flourish? Tick one.
 

   to grow in pots  
   to grow slowly and find it difficult 
   to grow quickly and successfully

2.	 What was the name of the poem written 
by John McCrae? 
								                 

3.	 Number these words 1–3 to show the 
order they appear in the text.  

  beautiful 
  symbol 
  decorated

4.	 When did the poppy become a symbol for 
Remembrance Day? 
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Questions

Disclaimer: We hope you find the information on our website and resources useful. This resource contains potentially sensitive and/or 
upsetting topics that may emotionally impact on students you use it with due to their experiences in their past. It is your responsibility 
to consider whether it is appropriate to use this resource with your students. If you do use this resource, it is your responsibility to 
ensure that appropriate support is available for anyone affected.
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Answers
1.	 Which of these is the definition of 

flourish? Tick one. 
   to grow in pots  
   to grow slowly and find it difficult 
   to grow quickly and successfully

2.	 What was the name of the poem written 
by John McCrae? 
John McCrae wrote a poem called In  
Flanders Fields. 

3.	 Number the sentences 1–3 to show the 
order they appear in the text.  
2    beautiful 
1    symbol 
3    decorated

4.	 When did the poppy become a symbol for 
Remembrance Day? 
It became a symbol for Remembrance 
Day after the First World War.

The poppy is the symbol for 
Remembrance Day. It 
became a famous sign of 
remembrance after the First 
World War because crimson 
poppies grew on the fields where parts of 
the war were fought.

Beautiful fields were destroyed and left 
empty because of the war. There was 
little or nothing growing in them. Poppies 
flourish in these settings so fields of 
red petals soon decorated the once sad 
setting.

The flowers inspired a Canadian doctor 
and soldier called John McCrae to write a 
poem called ‘In Flanders Fields’ in 1915.

inspired: To be encouraged  
by something or someone.
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